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Three Philosophers’ Quotations 

Directions: Using your Three Chinese Philosophies graphic organizer, determine which philosopher stated each quotation and write his name in the second column. 

Then, provide a 1-2 sentence explanation regarding how the quotation connects with that particular philosopher/philosophy in the third column. 

 
Quotation Stated by… 

(Name a philosopher) 

Explain why you think the philosopher you picked said that particular 

quotation in 1-2 sentences. 

“When gold and jade fill the hall, their 

possessor cannot keep them safe. When 

wealth and honors lead to arrogance, this 

brings its evil to itself. When the work is 

done, and one’s name is becoming 

distinguished, to withdraw into obscurity is 

the way of Heaven.” 

  

 

“If law is definite, the superiors are esteemed 

and not violated. If the superiors are not 

violated, the sovereign will become strong 

and able to maintain the proper course of 

government.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Filial piety and brotherly obedience are 

perhaps the roots of humanity, are they not?” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In governing a thousand-chariot state, be 

reverent to your duties and truthful; 

economize expenditure and love men; 

employ the people at proper times.” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A state may be ruled by measures of 

correction; weapons of war may be used with 

crafty dexterity; but the kingdom is made 

one’s own only by freedom from action and 

purpose.” 

  

 

“To govern the state by law is to praise the 

right and blame the wrong.” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


