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History of the British in India Part II

Directions: Read the passages below and answer the questions that follow.


2. Define and explain the primary goal of the Indian National Congress. In what year was it founded?














3. Define and explain the primary goal of the Muslim League. In what year was it founded?











4. Name one positive result from British reforms in 1919 and one negative result from British reforms in 1919.














The Struggle for Independence 


Indian intellectuals, many of them educated in England, began to dream of a free India. In 1885 they founded a political party known as the Indian National Congress. Initially, it was a moderate reform party aiming to further the participation of Indians in their own government; it later called for outright independence from Britain. The Muslim League was formed in 1906 to protect the political rights of India's Muslim minority. A few years later it joined the Congress party in calling for Indian independence. For several decades the league promoted Hindu-Muslim unity, though the two groups often had major differences. 


During World War I, Indian troops served the British loyally, but nationalist agitation increased afterward. In 1919 the British Parliament passed a reform act providing for provincial councils of Indians with some control over agriculture, education, and public health; appointed British officials retained control over other areas. That year the British also gave the government repressive powers to combat resistance to its rule, such as to imprison political activists without trial.








Create a T-Chart showing at least three positives and two negatives of British rule in India.


Positives						Negatives





	








The Indian Empire 


The viceroy of India, appointed by the British crown, ruled directly only in the provinces of British India. Hindu and Muslim princes continued to govern almost 600 princely states. These were nominally autonomous, but they were forbidden to make war on one another, and the viceroy kept an agent at each court to advise the ruler. 


British rule brought internal peace and some economic development. The British modernized cities and built roads and railways, canals, irrigation works, mills and factories, and schools. They also introduced Western law and police systems. Very few Indians were accepted into government posts. Most British civil service personnel were able, though their aloofness [unfriendliness]—and often disdain [contempt] of Indian culture—caused resentment.�








8. Why do you think the Muslim League wanted its own country called “Pakistan”? Explain.











WWII: When World War II broke out in 1939, the Congress party demanded postwar freedom for India as the price for India's active participation. The British were not prepared to promise this, and the Congress party opposed the war effort. In 1942 the British offered a plan for granting India dominion status after the war, but Indian leaders did not agree to its terms. The Congress party insisted on a unified India. Since 1940, however, the Muslim League had been demanding the separation of the mainly Muslim provinces from India to create an independent country called Pakistan, which means “country of the pure.” Moreover, the hundreds of princes were determined to preserve their own states. 


The Japanese invaded northeast India from Burma (now Myanmar) with a small force in the spring of 1944. It was quickly driven out. In spite of opposition to British rule, India raised a volunteer army of nearly 2.5 million. Its industries expanded greatly to supply arms and other goods for the war effort.








5. Explain what the concept of “noncooperation” is.














6. Identify two examples of noncooperation that Gandhi used against the British.














7. Define “religious strife” using context clues. 











Gandhi


Mohandas K. Gandhi of the Congress party led a movement against British rule through “noncooperation,” which included boycotting British-made products and British institutions. Hundreds of thousands joined his nonviolent civil disobedience campaigns, and many thousands of them, including at times Gandhi, were imprisoned. The Congress party quickly gained a mass following. In 1929 Jawaharlal Nehru was elected its president. Like Gandhi, Nehru was passionately devoted to the cause of freedom. 


After years of roundtable meetings about how to reform India's constitution, the British Parliament passed an act in 1935 that provided for elected legislatures in the provinces. However, property and educational requirements greatly restricted the number of eligible voters. To protect the interests of minorities, voting was by communal groups, so that Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, and others voted for candidates from within their own groups. The system perpetuated religious strife. 


The already strained relations between India's Hindus and Muslims deteriorated after the 1937 elections, in which the predominantly Hindu Congress party was very successful. The Congress party did not include any Muslim League members in its provincial governments, and the league came to view the party as biased toward Hindus. 











