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Afghanistan: Country Overview
Directions: Read the following handout on Afghanistan and complete a 4 column chart. Then, complete the Afghanistan Facts and Figures Handout with the questions.
People of Afghanistan

Afghanistan is a landlocked country in southwestern Asia. The country's physical layout is dominated by the Hindu Kush Mountains in the northeast and deserts along the western border with Iran. The diversity of the land causes much variety in weather around the country—on a single summer day it may be 40°F in the mountains but 120°F in the lowlands. Afghanistan, whose capital is Kabul, is home to many different ethnic groups, among them the majority Pashtuns (also known as Pathans). Smaller groups include the Tajiks, Hazaras, and Turkomans. Each group speaks its own language, although the two main languages spoken within Afghanistan are Pashtu and Dari. One unifying aspect of Afghan life is religion—the vast majority of the population is Muslim (80% Sunni and 19% Shiite). The country's population is estimated to be more than 32 million (2012). 

Government and Politics 

Afghanistan's ethnic groups and the animosities among them are at the center of the civil wars that have plagued the country throughout its history. After the April 1992 overthrow of Soviet-installed president Mohammad Najibullah, various Muslim rebel groups fought for control of the Kabul government. In the process, they destroyed most of Afghanistan's infrastructure and many of its cultural treasures, including the city of Kabul itself. The fundamentalist Islamic Taliban militia captured Kabul in September 1996 and ruled most of the country until late 2001. Upon taking over, the Taliban immediately imposed strict Islamic rule, banning women from working outside the home and implementing a harsh interpretation of sharia (Islamic law). With the terrorist attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001, the rest of the world was drawn into Afghanistan's war-ravaged landscape. Because the Taliban harbored (and was financed by) Osama bin Laden and his Al Qaeda organization (which was responsible for the September 11 attacks), the destruction of the Taliban and Al Qaeda became the main goal of the U.S.-led antiterrorist coalition. With the assistance of the U.S. military's assault on the Taliban and Al Qaeda that began in October 2001, the opposition Northern Alliance regained control of most of the country by late 2001.

Recent History

In December 2001, under the backing of the United Nations, the country's four major ethnic factions signed an agreement to form a broad-based coalition to govern Afghanistan on an interim basis and appointed Hamid Karzai as interim leader. In June 2002, Afghanistan held its first Loya Jirga (grand council) to create an interim government, electing Karzai as president. However, the coalition's agreement did not hold, and Karzai's government now controls Kabul only, while feuding warlords rule specific regions throughout the country. The Taliban reconstituted itself since 2004. As a result, the plight of Afghan women is not significantly improved, though they were given a voice when they registered in large numbers to vote in Afghanistan's first direct presidential election on October 9, 2004, in which Karzai went up against more than a dozen challengers and won with about 55% of the vote. Less than a year later, on September 19, 2005, Afghanistan held legislative elections to choose members of a new parliament, and the Afghan National Assembly convened for the first time in 30 years on December 19. However, the state of security in Afghanistan has deteriorated as the Taliban's resurgence continues unabated, growing increasingly ferocious in its attacks on U.S.-led forces and on anyone who does not follow strict Islamic law. Some Afghan districts have gone so far as to agree to truces with the Taliban to avoid more violence—truces opposed by the Afghan government. More controversy arose after the August 2009 presidential election, when allegations of voter fraud were directed at Karzai, who declared himself the winner. 


Economy 
Decades of war have wreaked havoc on Afghanistan's economy, creating further misery in a country whose per-capita gross national product is one of the world's lowest. Despite the nation's valuable natural resources, which include petroleum, natural gas, zinc, iron ore, coal, and copper, there is little infrastructure left to exploit, package, and transport the goods to domestic or international markets. Instead, about 85% of the population is forced to rely on agriculture to make a living, although farming is performed mainly at a subsistence level. Afghanistan imports most of its food staples, such as grain, sugar, and tea. Pakistan and India buy most of Afghanistan's exports, which are typically agricultural in nature, including dried fruits, hides, cotton, and wool. According to United Nations estimates, during the late 20th century, Afghanistan was the world's leading source of opium, the main ingredient for heroin. Because the U.S. government offered foreign aid to the Taliban in early 2001 to stamp out the growing of opium poppies, opium production did decline briefly. However, after the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States and the subsequent U.S.-led toppling of the Taliban, opium production began to increase again. Today, Afghanistan is once again the world's leading producer of illicit opium, accounting for almost three-quarters of global opium production, with the nation's illegal drug trade growing larger every year. 

Source Citation: "Afghanistan: Country Overview." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World. ABC-CLIO, 2013. Web. 10 Feb. 2013. 
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4 Column Chart

Directions: Write headings for each column. Add details to the columns.
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Part II: Afghanistan: Facts & Figures

	Technology

Internet Users
1,000,000 (2009)

Internet Users (% of Population)
2% (2008)

Television
8 sets per 100 population (2006)

Land-based Telephones in Use
129,300 (2009)

Mobile Telephone Subscribers
12,000,000 (2009)

Major Daily Newspapers
0


	School System
Afghanistan's school system is still recovering from the effects of the Taliban government, which closed many schools, although schools have steadily reopened since the government's overthrow in 2002. Under the Taliban, schooling officially began at age six, with six years of primary education and six years of secondary education, although in practice educational access was denied to girls and many boys. 

Mandatory Education
6 years, from ages 6 to 12. 

Average Years Spent in School for Current Students
8 (2009)

Average Years Spent in School for Current Students, Male
10 (2009)

Average Years Spent in School for Current Students, Female
6 (2009)

Secondary School–age Males Enrolled in Secondary School
1,179,706 (2009)

Secondary School–age Females Enrolled in Secondary School
536,484 (2009)

Students Per Teacher, Primary School
43 (2008)

Students Per Teacher, Secondary School
32 (2007)

Literacy
28% (2001)


	Life Expectancy

Average Life Expectancy
49.7 years (2012)

Average Life Expectancy Male
48.5 years (2012)

Average Life Expectancy, Female
51.1 years (2012)

Maternal Mortality
1,900 per 100,000 live births (2005–2012 projection)

Infant Mortality
103 per 1,000 live births (2010)

Doctors
2.1 per 10,000 population (2009)



	GDP and the Economy

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
$18,332,000,000 (estimate) (2011)

GDP Per Capita
$474 (estimate) (2009)

	GDP Continued…

Industry Products: Textiles, beverages, oil, soap,
natural gas, coal, electric energy, furniture, footwear, fertilizer, cement, handwoven carpets.

Agriculture Products
Wheat, fruit, vegetables, rice, corn, nuts, cotton, wool, karakul pelts, lamb, opium poppy (illicit), cannabis (illicit).
	GDP Continued…

Unemployment
35.0% (2008)




Using the Afghanistan Facts and Figures Chart, please answer the following questions…
1. What percentage of Afghanis use the internet?

2. Regarding question #1, what could this statistic tell us about Afghanistan?

3. Are there are more land-based telephone users or cell phone users in Afghanistan today?

4. What is the GDP per capita of Afghanistan today?

5. Identify three common industry products in Afghanistan.

6. What is the current unemployment rate in Afghanistan?

7. Relating to question #6, do you think that is a higher or a lower unemployment rate than in the United States today?

8. In 2009, what was the average amount of years girls went to school for?

9. In 2009, what was the average amount of years boys went to school for?

10. What was the literacy rate in 2001 in Afghanistan?

11. Relating to question #10, what can the literacy rate tell us about the population as a whole?

12. What is the average life expectancy rate in Afghanistan?

13. On average, who lives longer in Afghanistan, women or men?

