
Education
A classroom in

lQnya

Sanitation washing nith

clean water from a wellin India

TechnologY An eye exam

bv smartphone in rural KenYa

ElfiERgPoverry?
Here's a good-news story you don't hear much about: We're making

huge striies in defeating ih" *ottt of the world's poverty t trrcHot-As Dr<Rrsr*

magine having to Pick just one oi
your children to save, while leav-

ing the others to face death.

In Cambodia, I met a woman

whose daughter had iust died of

malaria and who was left ca-ring lor seven

children and Srandchildren. She showed

me her one anti-malada mosquito net
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and told me how every evening she ago'

nizes over which children to squeeze

under it-and which ones to leave out

and expose to malarial mosquitoes

That's the kind of excruciating question

that extreme poveny forces on families

For thousands of Senerations, a vast

majority of humans have lived bdef'

illiterate lives marked by disease, dis-

ability, and the loss of children. As

recently as 1980, iust over halfthe people

in the developing world lived in exueme

poverty, defined as surviving on less

than $1.25 a day in today's money.

Yet in a time of depressing news world-

wide, here's one a-rea ol arnazing progess:

According to the world Bank, the share of

people in lhe developing world living in

extreme poverty has been reduced from

1 in 2 in 1980 to I in 5 today. Now the aim

is to reduce that to alnost zerc by 2030.

There will still be poverty, ol course'

just as there is far too much poverty

lingering in America. But the extreme
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