
Sea turtles often mistake

plastic bags for food.
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ost oi us do il everyda_y

without rluch tl'rought: bu]'
things aDd carry lhem hone
in disposable plastic bags.

But a growill8 effort
acloss the U.S. is airned at getting peu

p1e lo kick th.it habit. More thaD I00
U.S. counties, and nlajor citjes-like San

Fr.rncisco, Se.rttle, and Austin now
h.rve baDs on plastic shoppiug bags. The

rDovement Bot a major boost in Janu.tr-\',

when Los Angcles bec.rme the largest
U.S. citv to ban pl.rstic shopping bags.

'''fhe idei thi:rl ure grab for i plastic b.1g

in il grocery stote has become'a part o[
ou. cuhure," s.rys ZolJ BerSer-Schmitz,

.r l'righ school junior in L.A. who g.Ih
ercd pelitioDs aod prescDted them to the

citv council. which approved the ball last

D0|f|{L0AD ocean carbase craphic

sumrrer. The b.rDS, slte s,tvs, are "about

In inF Io rcduLi. I'ollutr,'rr lirrle Lrv lrrrle.

Zola becanre concernecl about plas-

tic's impact on thc erlvironment threc

_vears.rgo aiter secin8 a iilm on lhe so

callecl Creat Pacilic Garbage l,ttch-.i
vorte\ ui lld!ti( rr..rsre arr,l rrrher ,lcbri:
floJring \s11"r*.'. t'.rliiurtti.t,.trLl Hru.trr.
Enviroomentalisls sa_v it can sweli to
twice the size of Texas.

Choking Sea Turtles & Whales
Alneric.rns use airout I00 i)'lliull

plastic bags each year, according 1(] thc
U.S. lnternJtional Trade Comntission.
Ir 2012, Amedcans gener.rted aboLrt 32

rnillion tons of plastic w.rstc, including
shopping b.rgs and bevcrage bortles,
alld req'cled only.rboul 9 percent of it,
the EnvironDrent.ll ProteclioD Agency
says. The rest piles up in landfills,
where il can take Llp to 1,000 )'e.trs to
decornpose; or washes down sewer

dr.lins; or blows into rivers and oceaxs.

ID the lvater, plastic bags pose a par

ticular d.lnger to aDiflr.lls like sca turtles,

se.r birds, antl \\,hales, $'hich not onl,v
get caught in the bags LILI often mislake
lhetn for tood, choke oll them, .tnd die.

''We no longer livt in a world
where we can pretend that what we
do on land iloesn t aliect lhc occan,'
{Jv( John Ho(cvJr. d ,ndrinf biu..,g,i5l

at ClecDpeace.

Are plastjc bags also .'r drain on nalu
ral resoulccsi EDViroDnreltalists say tli.rt
plastic bag menufacluring uses up lntl
Iiolrs of barfels of oil cach l,ear, nruch of it
imponed from ovr'rseas. The plaslic bag
indlrstry, however, savs most plastic b,tgs

ill rlre U.S .rfe t .rde ironr a br 1'rodrr, r oi
naturalg.rs from the LJ.S.

Mark Daniels of the American
Progressivc Bag Alliance, which rc.pre'

seots the U.S. pl,lslic b,rg manuiacturing
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