
he nan known as Epa is

familiar to the villaSers who
live along Peru's Curanja
Itiver, which flows through
some of the dcnsest r.rinfor

esl of the oalion s vast Amazon region.

Most of Epa s t be, lhe Maslanatrua,

rem,'rins deep in the jur)81e, still liv
iDg like the native peoples djd before
EuropeaDs arrived hunclreds of years

ago: unclothed, huDtirrg with bows and

arrows, and picking medicinal plants to

ward of[ il]ncss. But such isolated trillcs,
which have long avoided outsiders, can

no loDger depend on the forcst as n ref

uge. ln the past year, throughout the
Amazon, tribe membefs havc begul) to
emergc into settled arcas in unpredict
.llrle ,Ird occJsirJI.rll) \'iolen( w,ry:
often bccause of hulSer or desper.ltjon.

Epa, who I mer on a rcporlingtrip lasl

spring, lives lvitlr a loot jn e,rch world:
He has lived most oi his life among
the junSle s Drosl isol.rled pe'ople and

he boasts of his hunling prowess. But
he also wears a soccer shirt and nyloD

shorts and spends time alr]ol)g the
settled villagcrs on the river.

Last yeat Epa's t be was accused oI
raiding several oi those villages, taking
machetes, clothes,.ind food- l1l other
parts oi thc r.rinforest, violcnce bv .rnd

against once isolated pcople is on lhe
rise. ln Mav, jusl o|ll-iLlc thc \y'iDrl
National Park, a man from the Mashco
Piro tribe shot an arrorv that kiiled.r
20 year old villngcr. Last ye.rr, severnl

melnbers of Peru's Xinane tribe wad!.d
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video on tribes and development at upfrontmaqazine.com
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